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STANDING ORDERS OF THE COURT OF QUEEN MARGARET UNIVERSITY, 
EDINBURGH 
 
These standing o
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a) whether the member may remain present at the meeting whilst that 

matter is being discussed;  
b) whether the member may remain present at the meeting whilst that 

matter is being discussed and take part in any such discussion; or 
c) whether the member may remain present at the meeting whilst that 

matter is being discussed and take part in any such discussion and 
participate in any vote in relation to that matter. 

 
3. Determination of other competent business 
 
 In respect of each matter that has been notified for this purpose to the 

Secretary by members with at least twenty-four hours’ notice, the Court shall 
determine whether that matter is appropriate for discussion by the Court, and, 
where necessary, determine whether that matter shall be discussed under 
‘other competent business’, ‘items for information’ or otherwise. 

   
4. Other competent business 
 
 The Court shall discuss such of those matters as have been approved for 

inclusion under ‘other competent business’ under agenda item 3.  
 
5. Items for Information 
 
 The Court may only discuss any matter designated as an ‘item for information’ 

following a determination to that effect under agenda item 3. 
 
6. Items for discussion 
 
 The Court shall discuss any items which have been approved for discussion 

in accordance with standing order 5.  
 
7. Reporting 
 
 The Court shall consider any reports from standing committees, ad hoc 

committees or Working Parties laid before the Court. 
 
8. Ordinary business 
 
 The Court shall consider ordinary business brought before it.  
 
Items 1 to 3 will be taken at the start of each agenda. The Secretary to the Court 
will agree the specific order of the remaining agenda items for each meeting with 
the Chair, having regard to the detail of the items and the priorities of the Court 
from time to time. 
 
The strategic meeting will have an agenda appropriate to the topics to be 
discussed. 
 

5.  Agenda items - notice requirements 
 
 A member who wishes to include an item in the agenda for any meeting must 

submit a request to that effect to the Secretary with at least fourteen days’ notice. 
The Secretary will advise the Chair of the proposed agenda item. The Chair will 
decide whether the item is appropriate for discussion by the Court. The Secretary 
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will inform the member of the Chair’s decision in relation to his or her proposed 
agenda item. If the Chair agrees to the inclusion of the proposed agenda item, 
the Secretary will include that item on the agenda and circulate the revised 
agenda with the notice for that meeting.  

 
 The Court may agree, by a two-thirds majority of the members present at a 

meeting, to discuss any agenda items proposed by members, or any matter 
arising other than in relation to the agenda of the meeting or other than in 
accordance with the notice requirements of this standing order. 

 
6.  
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11.7 The sitting Chair of Court shall take no part in the selection process for the new 
Chair, and shall absent him or herself from any discussion. 

 
11.8 Existing lay members of Court shall be eligible to apply to be appointed as Chair. 

Students or members of staff of the University shall be ineligible to be appointed 
as Chair, and no former member of staff or student shall be eligible to be 
appointed as Chair until 5 years have elapsed from the point at which that person 
ceased to be a member of staff or a student at the University. 

 
11.9 
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occurs prior to the scheduled date of demission of office, at a time determined 
by the Court. 

 
13 Appointment and Election of Vice-Chair 
 
13.1 Appointment to the office of Vice-Chair shall take place at any time after a 

vacancy occurs. 
 
13.2 Candidates for the office of Vice-Chair shall be drawn exclusively from the lay 

members of the Court. Any member of the Court may propose or second a 
candidate.  Each candidate must be proposed by a member and seconded by a 
different member.  

 
13.3 Any member of the Court shall be entitled to vote for a candidate who has been 

duly proposed and seconded. A candidate who is unopposed may be appointed 
by majority vote. Where there is more than one candidate for office, voting shall 
be by secret ballot. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be 
appointed. 

 
13.4 For the purpose of this standing order, no proxy or postal votes shall be 

permitted. 
 
14     Powers   
 
14.1 The Chair shall preside at meetings of the Court, and shall be entitled to vote on 

all items of business in the same manner as other members. In the case of an 
equal number of votes, the Chair shall have a second or casting vote. 
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result of the election by email to all academic staff and/or by posting a 
notice on the University intranet. The candidate with the highest number of 
votes will be declared successful. 

 
h) Elections will be conducted during the academic session only. 
 
i) 
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b) two thirds of the membership of the Court, excluding the member being 
considered for removal, decides on good reason to remove a member 
(other than a member ex officio);  

c) in the opinion of the Court the member has been involved in behaviour 
bringing the member or the University into disrepute; 

d) the member has breached a contract between the member and the 
University or that member has materially breached any policy or procedure 
of the University. 

 
24 Ordinary business 
 
 The Court shall transact all ordinary business at its ordinary meetings.  
 
 The ordinary business of the Court shall consist of such items as are deemed 

necessary by the Court to fulfil its functions in terms of the Order of Council and 
such other items as are deemed necessary from time to time by the Court in 
relation to the funding of the University by the Scottish Further and Higher 
Education Funding Council.  

 
 Without limiting the foregoing, the ordinary business of the Court shall include: 

 
(1) the Uni
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